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The adventure stops for our Team PRIETO / VELHINO

in spite of a spectacular recovery at the 4th stage

In spite of a spectacular recovery in the general standings : from 107th to 63rd place, the Spanish TEAM 458, Miguel PRIETO and Alvaro VELHINO sponsored by Pinguely – Haulotte Group, had to give up the race in reason of a mechanical break with the front axle during the 5th stage Agadir / Smara of 2005 Barcelona - Dakar Rally.

A give up that stops the Team 458 in the position of general standings.  Indeed, ranked at 39th place to checkpoint n°2, all the hopes were allowed.

It is a pity for PINGUELY-HAULOTTE, official sponsor of the team PRIETO / VELHINO but already an impetuous desire to take part to Dakar 2006 !

“I am sad to so early announce the end of the rally to you. A damned out of true wheel puts an end to my 17th Dakar. The race end awaits each pilot at any each stage, but it hurts when that arrives so early. With 200 kilometers of Smara, the fifth stage finish, we had to stop. The front left tire was torn off due to the state of the track. The car stopped suddenly at 160km/h. Physically, we are well; but morally speaking, we feel a deep disappointment. After checking we were well and we had no injury, we evaluated the damage. At this point, we realized we would not arrive to Dakar. The truck of assistance, waiting at the end of each stage, could not help us on the track. As we refused to join the last truck not to give up our car, we tried to repair it as we could and spent the night outside. A little further, another participant had an accident. We approached him to try to recover parts to repair our car.  We will regain civilization with an idea in mind: to return the next year.” Miguel Prieto – El Mundo – translated from Spanish version - 05/05/2005.
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